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Excerpt: . SCENE. A Hall at Clarendon. King, Lords, Archbishop
Of York, and Becket, with Bishops ajfembled. Parchments, c.
laying on the table. Hen. Though we our clergy much esteem,
my lords, Our People are still most dear unto us: We cannot
therefore pass such crying deeds, As late in violation of our
laws, We find our beadsmen have been charged withal;
Drunkenness, gluttony, bloody murders, Have partially been
judg d and pardon d. I therefore have thought meet to form an
act, Purporting to try the sins of churchmen, 1130 Not by theirs,
but by the laws of the land. As next to us in power, we call on
you, Our lord of Canterbury, to sign this! Becket goes to the
table and seemingly reads over the parchment. Beck. My liege,
I dare not, for twou d curb the rights, And weaken much the...
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