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and lance: strong, War, blood, and death, were matter of my song. The god of Love by chance had heard
thereof, That I was prov d a rebel to his crown. Fit words for war! quoth-he, in angry sco , A likely man to write
of Mars s frown l Well are they sped, whose praises he shall write, Whose wanton pen can nought but love indite!
This said, he whisk d his party-colour d wings, And down to earth he comes, more swi  than thought: Then to
my heart in angry haste he flings, To see what change these-news of war had wrought. He pries, he looks, he
ransacks every vein, Yet finds he nought, save love, and lover s pain. Then I, that now perceiv d his needless fear,
With heavy smile began to plead my cause. In vain, quoth I, this endless grief I bear, In vain I strive to keep thy
grievous laws, If a er proof, so o en trusty found, Unjust suspect condemn me as unsound.-- My Muse, indeed,
to war inclines her mind; The famous acts of worthy Brute to write; To whom the gods this island s rule a.ssign
d, Which long he sought by seas, through Neptune s spite. With such conceits my busy head doth swell, But in
my heart nought else but love can dwell. And in this war thy part is not theleast; Here shall...
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