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Arcadia Publishing, 2009. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Servicel Summary: Title: A new history of OSF Author: M J Daspit Publisher: Ashland Daily Tidings Date:
10/15/09 The Oregon Shakespeare Festival is noteworthy for many reasons, not the least of which is its
improbable history. Founded in 1935 during the Depression in an out-of-the-way place, the festival took firm
root for reasons that defy economic common sense. A new book, "Images of America: The Oregon
Shakespeare Festival,” just out to commemorate the festival's 75th anniversary, provides a pictorial
documentary of how it all came about. The slender paperback volume with the trademark sepia-toned cover
image of Arcadia Publishing was conceived as a spin-off of Arcadia's "History of Ashland" by Joe Peterson,
which also appeared recently in bookstores. In September of 2008, Arcadia's Pacific Northwest Acquisitions
Editor Sara Higginbotham contacted OSF Media Relations Manager Amy Richard looking for someone to do a
history of Ashland. In discussing potential names with OSF Archivist Kathleen Leary, Richard saw an
opportunity to do a separate volume devoted to the festival. The only problem was the publisher's April 2009
deadline. By the time the project was contracted, Richard and Leary had less than four months to complete the
work. When asked how many photos they went through, Leary shook her head and said, "thousands." Selecting
images that would best portray the festival as it grew and changed was only part of the problem. There were
also publisher's requirements to consider. The dimensions of the volume dictated mostly horizontal shots. And
once a photo was selected, there was the challenge of accurately identifying actors, staff, and community
volunteers going back more than 70 years. Some of the faces recognizable to locals include Dave Marston and
James Giancarlo performing at the...
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