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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt: . to any who advocate the interests of Labour, which is
their professed reason of being. Women who seek the political emancipation of their sex adopt the policy of
voting for Tories, and Mr. Woodall, in their name, risked the wrecking of a Liberal Government if it did not
accede to their claim. Mr. Cobden, in inviting electors to vote for Conservatives who were against the Corn Laws,
would have established Tory ascendancy in the land. Considering that the stricken condition of the people was
through their food being taxed, Toryism might be a lesser evil than the denial of Free Trade. Cobden might
reasonably be of opinion that no party can do so much harm as starvation, and therefore felt justified in
possibly destroying the Liberal party to save the people. But he should have qualified his policy by restricting it
to extreme cases, where the arrest of a progressive Government is a lesser peril than refusing a particular and
paramount claim. Without such qualification Cobden s precedent proclaimed a policy of selfishness which
fights for its own hand against the general interest of the State. This is the charge which Liberals bring against
the aristocracy. It is the policy of Self which makes the multiplication of parties a public danger. Such
unqualified advocacy of reforms carries with it an element of national hostility. Justifying himself by the
example of Cobden, we have seen the publican going for the bung, and the teetotaler for the teapot The anti-
vaccinator will risk poisoning the nation by Toryism in order to arrest the lancet; as certain workmen will
destroy Liberalism in the interest of Labour. Thus, generally speaking, every...
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