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1. Introduction We hold these truth to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. [ ]
These are the words Thomas Jefferson became famous for. For many people he is the father of liberty in the
United States. What most people forget is that at Jefferson s time all meant only the white society. His words did
not include blacks. The man who proclaimed liberty already possessed over 150 slaves when he wrote the
Declaration of Independence. Throughout his life he always condemned slavery in theory, but in practice he
died as a slaveowner, having done nothing to ensure the right of liberty to them. Jefferson s ideas about slavery
were complex and ambiguous. On the one hand, his words were those of an abolitionist who would do
everything to end slavery. On the other hand, he was only an ordinary slaveowner who bought and sold slaves
and never tried to end slavery seriously. In fact, Jefferson did many things for his country people rightly admire
him for. He helped to create and build the United States and used his political power to establish democracy
and freedom among his people. But when it comes to slavery, there is nothing really to admire about Jefferson.
He proposed liberty, but stayed a slaveowner during his life. This paper will deal with Thomas Jefferson s
attitude towards slavery....
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