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Excerpt: .This is the true doctrine, Pater est quern nuptivs
demonstrant. It was likewise properly ruled that the father s
will, in favour of his son Kobert, had no power to dispossess the
right heir. Philip might have recovered the land, if he had not
preferred the offer made to him by his grandmother, Elinor,
the Queen Dowager, of taking the name of Plantagenet, and
being dubbed Sir Kichard. In Act ii. Sc. 1, we encounter a
metaphor which is purely legal, yet might come naturally from
an attorney s clerk, who had often been an attesting witness to
the execution of deeds. The Duke of Austria, having entered
into an engagement to support Arthur against his unnatural
uncle, till the young prince should be put in possession of the
dominions in France to which he was entitled as the true heir of
the Plantagenets,...
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