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Metropolitan areas -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 6 The Technological Reshaping of Metropolitan America
phones, computers, optical scanners, and barUrban Rural Growth code readers ); 2 ) switching and routing
technol-Because information technology is making an in-ogies ( Internet communications and e-mail, call
creasing share of the economy less dependent forwarding systems, local and wide area net-upon face-to-face
contact and close proximity works, and wireless communications and com-with customers, suppliers, and
competitors, many puting ); and 3 ) transmission ( e. g. , fiberoptics, speculate that it will lead to a radical
deconcentra-digital switching systems, and satellites ). tion of economic activity and population to lower-
Digitized and electronic processes have the po-cost rural areas and to developing nations. A tential to replace
many paper transactions, some number of noteworthy examples fuel such specu-face-to-face functions, and
some physical trans-lation: New York Lifes life insurance processing port of goods. Because a rapidly growing
share of operations in Ireland; Citibanks back oBice credit the economy consists of information transac-card
operations in Sioux Falls, South Dakota; tele-tionsbe they stock trades, insurance forms, or commuters living in
Telluride, Colorado. Visions point-of-sale datathe potential of information of life spent conducting business
through the In-technologies to shape spatial patterns of employ-ternet, hooked up by video phone, and
receiving ment is greater than ever before ( see chapters 4, 5, and sending faxes, all the while living in bucolic
and 6 ). For example, industries that in the past had and isolated...
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