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CASCADE BOOKS, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 249 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Whether recalling long days on a tractor, late nights at prayer
meeting, or the joyful heartbreak of raising a family, the poems in Twisted Shapes of Light take truth where
they find it. William Jolliff wraps both arms around the phenomenon old Quakers called that of God in
everyone, welcoming into his work a unique cast of characters seldom portrayed in contemporary poetry. The
result is an honest struggle with faith and failure--and even an occasional revelation. Jolliff is like a postmodern
Job, who alternates between belief, skepticism, and earnest longing to believe. His poems create a theodicy by
presenting intimate portraits of family, personages from history, and biblical characters, or even himself,
cataloging with deft observation and wry wit the foibles and real evil along with uncalculated, unconscious acts
of virtue and love. --David Mehler, editor of Triggerfish Critical Review Twisted Shapes of Light maps a
humanity sown, cultivated, tended, and harvested from the farms and churches of Midwest Ohio to the suburbs
and campuses of coastal Oregon. Jolliff s deeply lived poems sing a faithful compassion towards people and
places that often defy any evidence of a merciful God. Dramatizing how we live our doubt and pain, our belief
and joy, these verses remind us that evidence is not what we need. --Samuel Smith, Professor of English,
Messiah College Jolliff captures struggle with spirit in all its forms: the trepidations of a student at registration,
the mirror of reluctance seen in cattle stunned with the unexpected gift of hay in winter, the unabashed joyous
explosion of children from stifling schoolhouse doors, and the ghosts that visit a farmer listening to the devilish
beat of rain...
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