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Excerpt: . CHAPTER III. THE FINAL FORM OF VESTMENTS IN THE
WESTERN CHURCH. HITHERTO, to a great extent, we have been
groping in the dark, guided only by the dim light yielded by
obscure passages in early writers or by half-defaced frescoes
and shattered sculptures. Much is conjectural, much uncertain;
and often the shreds of information obtained from different
sources appear contradictory, requiring patient thought and
investigation to unravel the entanglement and reconcile the
inconsistencies. The progress of Christian literature and art
had been retarded first by persecution, then by war and
tumult. This partly accounts for the comparative scantiness of
the material extant for a history of the Christian antiquities of
the first eight centuries. But with the ninth century a new era
began, which lasted unchecked all through the Middle Ages.
The military genius of Charles the Great effected a general
peace in...
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