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Massachusetts. House of Representatives, March 24, 1879. Ordered, That there be appointed a Joint Special
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of convicts in the penal and reformatory institutions of this Commonwealth, and report in print to the
Legislature at its next annual session upon the following subjects: - First, The e ect of said system upon the
general industries of the State. Second, The e ect of said system upon the interests of free labor. Thirds, The
e ect of this system upon the reformation of the convict. Fourth, What advantage, if any, the products of
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of abolishing the contract system, and substituting therefor some other, whereby the profit shall not go to
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