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(2008)-has become the template for successful management of blockbuster film properties. Yet films featuring
Marvel characters can be traced back to the 1940s, when the Captain America serial first appeared on the
screen. This collection of new essays is the first to explore the historical, textual and cultural context of the
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Barbarian franchise (1982-1990), Ultimate Avengers (2006) and Ghost Rider (2007).
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