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indexed. Not illustrated. 1789 Excerpt: .the cloudy skies. When Kemble sirst appear d, The actors trembled, and
the critics sneer d: For rising merit here has pow rful foes, These urg d by envy, by ambition those. In Hamlet he
display d enlighten d taste, In every scene was elegantly chaste; Led on by judgment and by happy care, v The
prince was ne er forgotten in the player. Alarm d, the critics could not but admire; But then they fancied that he
wanted sire! I 3 I In dauntless Richard he redeems his name, And joins the critic s to the player s fame; In
Posthumus and Macbeth too we sind The lucid esforts of a vigorous mind. His foes to scorn unbiass d judgment
dooms: Their censure dies, while Kemble s genius blooms. Scanty the tragic merit on the stage Where are the
rising Garricks of the age? Who boasts of Barry s sweetness, Powell s sire, Or shall to fame with Henderson
aspire? Join both the houses, and then tell me where Shine lo y Wolsey, and the frantic Lear, The gallant
Antony, and Brutus bold, Timon the good, and Lusignan the old? Preserv d by Providence from chill despair,
You ll sind them strolling to some country fair! But still the tragic muse aspires to fame, And dwells with rapture
on her Siddons name. Her plaintive voice when listening Folly hears, Insensibility expires in tears; With powers
resistless in each arduous part, She melts, she rends, she petrisies...
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