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Office (GAO) 0.lin.Personnel security clearances are used to verify that

national security information--which in some cases could cause
exceptionally grave damage to national security if disclosed--is
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DOWNLOAD PDF to the nation. In response to long-standing problems with
timeliness and backlogs, Congress mandated clearance reforms

as part of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act
of 2004 (IRTPA), and since 2005 the Department of Defenses
(DOD) clearance program has remained on GAOs high-risk list
despite improvements in timeliness. In 2007, a Joint Reform
Team, led by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), was
established to improve the clearance process across the
government. GAO was asked to review the extent to which
reform efforts (1) align with key practices for organizational
transformations and (2) address identified factors for reforming
the personnel security clearance process. To assess these
objectives, GAO compared joint reform reports to key
transformation practices and essential factors for reform. This
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